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STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, 24 November 2008  (6:30 pm – 8:00 pm) 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Councillors 
Councillors Caldwell, Irish, Luffman, Millar, and Mrs Welsh 
 
Parish Members 
Councillor Davies, Mrs Durham and Sorley  
 
Independent Members 
Mr D Bell 
Ms K Cordwell  
Mr M Knott (Chairman) 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Ms Isaac and 
Councillors Bloom and Sortwell 

 
________________________________________ 

 
RECOMMENDED ITEM (REQUIRING A DECISION) 

 
1. CONSULTATION FROM COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

ON A NEW CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
Consideration was given to a report of the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services, which set out a consultation by the Department for Communities 
and Local Government in respect of a number of proposed revisions to the 
Code of Conduct.  The consultation also sought views on a possible 
Officer Code of Conduct. 
 
The consultation document set out 22 questions for consideration, and the 
Committee was asked to respond to these and recommend a response 
from this Council. 
 
RECOMMENDED - 
 
That Council respond to the ‘Communities in control: Real people, 
real power/Codes of conduct for local authority members and 
employees’ consultation as follows: 
 
- Chapter 2: Code of conduct for local authority members 
 

- Question 1 - Agree that the members’ code should apply 
to a member’s conduct when acting in their non-official 
capacity;   
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- Question 2 - Agree with the definition of ‘criminal 
offence’ for the purpose of the members’ code as 
detailed in paragraphs 2.10 and 2.11 of the consultation 
(that is, any criminal offence for which the member has 
been convicted in a criminal court, but for which the 
member does not have the opportunity of paying a fixed 
penalty instead of facing a criminal conviction); 

 
- Question 3 - Agree with the definition of ‘official 

capacity’ for the purpose of the members’ code as 
detailed in paragraph 2.14 (that is, engaged in the 
business of your authority, including the business of the 
office to which you are elected or appointed, or acting, 
claiming to act or giving the impression that you are 
acting as a representative of your authority);  

 
- Question 4 - Agree that the members’ code should only 

apply where a criminal offence and conviction abroad 
would have been a criminal offence if committed in the 
UK; 

 
- Question 5 - Agree that an ethical investigation should 

not proceed until the criminal process has been 
completed; 

 
- Question 6 - Whilst being comfortable with the proposed 

amendments, the Council reiterates that the registration 
of gifts and hospitality of £25 and over should be 
reviewed as, year on year, £25 has ever-decreasing 
value.  The amount should therefore be increased.  This 
point should be a discussion topic at a future Standards 
Board Conference;   

 
- Question 7 - There are not considered to be any aspects 

of conduct currently included in the members’ code that 
are not required;  

 
- Question 8 - There are not felt to be any aspects of 

conduct in a member’s official capacity not specified 
that should be included;  

 
- Question 9 - Agree that the proposed timescale of two 

months, during which a member must give an 
undertaking to observe the members’ code, starting 
from the date the authority adopts the code, provide 
members with sufficient time to undertake to observe 
the code;  

 
- Question 10 - Agree with the addition of the new 

‘Members should not engage in conduct which 
constitutes a criminal offence’ general principle, to be 
applied specifically to conduct in a member’s non-
official capacity; 
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- Question 11 - Agree that, for the purposes of the revised 

General Principles Order, that ‘criminal offence’ be 
defined as any conduct that has resulted in a criminal 
conviction;  

 
- Question 12 - Agree that ‘official capacity’ be defined as 

“being engaged in the business of you authority, 
including the business of the office to which you are 
elected or appointed, or acting, claiming to act or giving 
the impression that you are acting as a representative of 
your authority” for the purpose of the General Principles 
Order; 

 
- Chapter 3 - Model code of conduct for local government 

employees;   
 

- Question 13 - Do not agree that a mandatory model code 
of conduct for local government employees is needed, 
as there should be sufficient coverage of requirements 
and restrictions set out in an employee’s contract of 
employment.  There should also be local flexibility;    

 
- Question 14 - As such, the proposed employees’ code 

should not be applied to firefighters, teachers, 
community support officers, and solicitors;   

 
- Question 15 - It is not felt that there are any other 

categories of employee in respect of whom it is not 
necessary to apply the code; 

 
- Question 16 - No comment, as the employees’ code is 

not supported;  
 
- Question 17 - Posts that are politically restricted are set 

out in legislation as well as established good practice; 
the selection of ‘qualifying employees’ is therefore 
unnecessary;    

 
- Question 18 - Agree that, should an employees’ code be 

introduced, qualifying employees (ie above a defined 
level of responsibility) should publicly register their 
interests, in the public interest;   

 
- Question 19 - In terms of what should be registered, we 

have no comment on the categories proposed;    
 
- Question 20 - Agree that what is proposed in terms of 

the employees’ code is sufficient in terms of mirroring 
the members’ code;  
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- Question 21 - We have no comment in respect of 

whether the section of the employee’s code which would 
apply to qualifying employees places too many 
restrictions on qualifying employees;  

 
- Question 22 - As we do not support the officer code, 

then it should not be extended to employees of parish 
councils.  In the event of the employees’ code becoming 
mandatory, then it should be applied to parish council 
employees as well. 

________________________________________ 
 

RESOLVED ITEMS (SUBJECT TO QUESTIONS ONLY) 
 

2. MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2008 be confirmed as 
a correct record. 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business 
on the agenda.  Any interests declared are recorded in the relevant minute 
below. 
 

4. APPOINTMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEE – CONSIDERATION OF 
INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
 
At this stage of the meeting (7.40 pm), all Members, with the exception of 
Ms Cordwell and Councillors Davies and Irish, left the room.  The 
remaining three Members comprised the ‘second stage’ sub-committee to 
consider three exempt investigation reports in respect of code of conduct 
complaints made by a local resident, Mrs Marion Lord.  The complaints 
referred to three Members behaviour at a public meeting.  Ms Cordwell 
chaired the sub-committee meeting. 
 
The investigations had been initiated following consideration of the 
complaints by a ‘first filter’ sub-committee, which recommended that 
investigations should take place.  The investigations had been conducted 
by Susan Joss, Assistant Head of Legal and Democratic Services. 
 
The Investigating Officer had concluded that, in respect of complaints 
against the two borough councillors, there was no case to answer.  
However, in respect of the complaint made about a Hedge End Town 
Councillor, Councillor Nathan Khan, the Investigating Officer had felt that 
there was a case to answer in respect of the second allegation made - that 
Councillor Khan repeatedly ignored requests from the organisers of the 
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meeting to stop distributing the special “Focus” [a political publication] and 
acted inappropriately in response to their concerns.  Accordingly, the 
Investigating Officer had recommended that a hearing be held within three 
months to consider fully the matter.  Three other allegations had been 
made against Councillor Khan by Mrs Lord, but the Investigating Officer 
had felt that there was no case to answer in respect of these. 
 
The sub-committee worked through the reports and considered the 
findings. 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
(1)  That in respect of the complaints made against the two 

borough councillors, there was no case to answer and that no 
further action be taken with the exception of appropriate letters 
being sent to the two Members detailing the sub-committee’s 
findings and, in one case, advice given;  

 
(2)  That in respect of allegations 1, 3 and 4 made against 

Councillor Khan, the Investigating Officer's report be accepted 
that there was no case to answer case to answer; and 

 
(3)  That in respect of allegation 2 made against Councillor Khan - 

that he repeatedly ignored requests from the organisers of the 
meeting to stop distributing the special “Focus” [a political 
publication] and acted inappropriately in response to their 
concerns - there was a case to answer, and that a hearing be 
held within three months to consider the matter fully. 

 
 
(The sub-committee meeting ended at 8.00 pm) 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Declarations of interest were made as follows: 
 

None 
M3707 
 
 


